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GENERAL ACTS
RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS
ADOPTED BY THE

SEVENTH LEGISLATURE OF FLORIDA
UNDER THE CONSTITUTION
AS REVISED IN 1968
During the Special Session
November 18, 1980,
the First Regular Session
April 7, 1981 through June 5, 1981,
and the Special Session
June 5, 1981 through June 17, 1981

Volume I, Part One
Published by Authority of Law
Under Direction of the
JOINT LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT
COMMITIEE
TALLAHASSEE
1981

LAWS OF FLORIDA

CHAPTER 81-131

CHAPTER 81-131

the commission shall set a date for the hearing to be held. The
hearing shall be held pursuant to s. 350.01 within 45 �9 days after
the filing of the request, and a decision shall be rendered within 60
45 days after such filing.
In the determination of need, the
commission shall take into account the need for electric system
reliability and integrity, the need for abundant, low-cost electrical
energy to assure the economic well-being of the citizens of this
state, the appropriate starting and ending point of the line, and
other
matters within its jurisdiction deemed relevant to the
determination of need. The commission's determination of the need
for the transmission line, as defined in s. 403.522(3), shall be
binding on all parties to any certification proceeding pursuant to
the Transmission Line Siting Act and shall be a condition precedent
to the conduct of the certification hearing prescribed therein.
Orders entered pursuant to this section shall constitute final agency
action.
Section 14. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section 403.524,
Florida Statutes, as created by chapter 80-65, Laws of Florida, is
hereby repealed.
Section 15. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law,
except that section 14 shall take effect October 1, 1981.
Approved by the Governor June 23, 1981.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 23, 1981.
CHAPTER 81-132
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 314
An

act relating to pari-mutuel wagering; amending s.
550.16(2)(h), Florida
Statutes,
1980
Supplement;
providing for the approval by local government of
capital improvements to
a
pari-mutuel
facility;
amending
s.
550.10(3)(b), Florida Statutes, 1980
Supplement; providing penalties to be imposed by the
division on the holder of any occupational license who
has violated certain rules and regulations or any part
of Chapter 550, Florida Statutes, 1980 Supplement;
providing conditions for certain penalties; providing
for a Board of Relief; providing for dispersal of funds
from Board of Relief Fund, creating s. 550.023, Florida
providing
for limited civil liability;
Statutes,
amending s.
550.162(3),
Florida
Statutes,
1980
Supplement; allowing the withholding of 1 percent from
pari-mutuel pools on certain exotic wagers for capital
improvements or to reduce capital improvements debt
when permitholders are unequipped to conduct pari
mutuel pools on triples, trifectas or similar wagers on
three greyhounds in one race; amending s. 550.361(3),
Florida Statutes, providing for the reduction of a
suspension from pari-mutuel facilities to a period of 2
years; providing for reinstatement by the Director of
the Division of Pari-mutuel Wagering; providing an
effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the s·tate of Florida:
271
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Section 1. Paragraph (h) of subsection (2) of section 550.16,
Florida Statutes, 1980 Supplement, is amended to read:
pool
550.16 Pari-mutuel
commissions, breaks, etc.--

authorized

within

track

enclosure;

(2) The "commission" is the percentage of the contributions to
pari-mutuel pools which a permitholder is permitted no withhold from
the contributions before making redistribution to the contributors.
The permitholder's share of the commission is that portion of the
commission which remains after the pari-mutuel tax imposed upon the
contributions to the pari-mutuel pool is deducted from the commission
and paid by the permitholder. The commission is deducted from all
pari-mutuel pools but may be different depending on the type of pari
mutuel pool. For the purpose of this chapter, contributions to pari
mutuel pools involving wagers on a single animal in a single race,
such as the win pool, the place pool, or the show pool, shall be
referred to as "regular wagering," and contributions to all other
types of pari-mutuel pools, including, but not limited to, the daily
double, perfecta, quiniela, trifecta, or the Big "Q" pools, shall be
referred to as "exotic wagering."
(h) A capital improvement to a pari-mutuel facility existing on
the effective date of this act, proposed by a permitholder licensed
under this chapter, which requires, pursuant to any municipal
ordinance, resolution, or regulation, the qualification or approval
of the municipality wherein the permitholder conducts its business
operations, shall receive approval unless the municipality is able to
show that the proposed improvement presents a justifiable and
immediate hazard to the health and safety of municipal residents;
provided that the permitholder shall pay to the municipality or
county the cost of a building permit; and provided that the capital
improvement shall meet the following criteria:
1.

The Florida Pari-Mutuel Commission shall approve the project;

2. The improvement shall not qualify as a development of regional
impact as defined in s. 380.06;
3. The improvement shall be contiguous to, or within, the
existing pari-mutuel facility site. To be contiguous, the site of
the improvement shall share a sufficient common boundary with the
present pari-mutuel facility to allow full and free access without
crossing a public roadway, public waterway, or similar barrier. A
ea���a! �ffl��eveffleft� fflaae ey a �e�ffl��Re!ae� !�eefteea �fiae� ��*e
efta�te� Bfla!i ee eHeffl�t f�effl tfte ��evtetefte ef afty fflttfttetpai
e�etftaftee; �eeei�tteft, e� �egttia�teft Wflteh �e�ttt�ee �he �ttaitftea�*eft
e� a���evai ef eMeh eap*�ai tffl��eveffleft� ��ejeet ey the fflMflte*�aii�y
whe�etft �fte pe�ffl*�heiee� eeftette�e t�e eMetfteee e�e�attefle�
Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 550.10,
Florida Statutes, 1980 Supplement, is amended to read:
550.10 Occupational license tax to be paid by employees; denial
and revocation of license2 fines.-(3)(a) The division may deny to or revoke a license of any person
who shall have been refused a license by any other state racing
commission or racing authority; provided, however, that the state
racing commission or racing authority of such other state extends to
272
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the Division of Pari-mutuel Wagering reciprocal courtesy to maintain
the disciplinary control.
(b) The Division of Pari-mutuel Wagering may deny, suspend, or
revoke any occupational license when the holder thereof has violated
the provisions of Chapter 550 or Chapter 551, or the rules and
regulations of the division governing- the conduct of
persons
connected with the racetracks.
If any occupational li�ense expires
by division rule while administrative charges are pending against the
license the proceedings against the license shall continue to
conclusion as if the license , were still in effect.
If
an
occupational license will expire by division rule during the period
of a suspension the division intends to impose, or if a license would
have
expired
but for pending administrative charges and the
occupational licensee is found to be in violation of any of the
charges, the license may be revoked and a time period of license
ineligibility may be declared. The division may impose civil fines
up to $1,000 for each violation of the rules of the division in
addition to or in lieu of a suspension or a revocation provided for
in this section. The stewards at a horse racetrack, the judges at a
dog track or the judges, a panel of judges or player's manager at jai
alai frontons are authorized to impose a civil penalty against any
occupational licensee for violation of the pari-mutuel laws or any
rule adopted by the division. The penalty shall not exceed $1,000
for each count or separate offense.
All penalties imposed and
collected pursuant to this section shall be deposited into a Board of
Relief Fund established at each horse or dog racetrack or jai alai
fronton by the pari-mutuel association-permittee. Each association
shall name a Board of Relief composed of three of its officers, with
the general manager of the permittee-association being the Treasurer
ex-officio of such board. Moneys deposited into the Board of Relief
Fund shall be dispersed by the board for the specific purpose of
aiding occ�pational license holders who become ill or injured in the
performance of their duties at each pari-mutuel association, upon
aP.E_roval of the division.
Section 3.

Section 550.023, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

550.023 Limitation of civil liability.--No permittee conducting a
racing meet pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, and no member
of the Florida Pari-mutuel Commission, division director or employee
of the division, and no steward, judge, or other person appointed to
act pursuant to this chapter shall be liable to any person,
partnership, association, corporation, or other business entity for
any cause whatsoever arising out of, or from, the performance by such
permittee, commission, director, steward, judge or other person of
his duties and the exercise of his discretion with respect to the
implementation and enforcement of the statutes and rules governing
the conduct of pari-mutuel wagering, so long as he acted in good
faith; provided, however, that the provisions of s. 550.07, shall not
be affected by the provisions of this section. This section shall
not limit liability in any situation where the negligent maintenance
of the premises or negligent conduct of the race contributed to any
accident. Nor shall it limit any contractual liability.
Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 550.162, Florida Statutes,
1980 Supplement, is amended to read:
550.162

Dogracing; taxes; purse allowance; hours of operation.-273
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(3) In addition to the sums permitted to be withheld from pari
mutuel pools under subsection (2), a permitholder may withhold, for
capital improvements or to reduce capital improvement debt, 1 percent
from pari-mutuel pools on triples, trifectas, or other similar wagers
involving three or more greyhounds in any race. If a permitholder is
unequipped to hold triples, trifectas or similar wagers on three
greyhounds in one race, then the permitholder may withhold 1 ,percent,
for capital improvements or to reduce capital improvement debt, from
pari-mutuel pools on the following exotic wagers only; guinellas,
perfectas, Big "Q"s; in addition to the sums permitted to be withheld
under subsection (2).
If a permitholder becomes equipped to hold
triples, trifectas or similar three-greyhound wagers then
the
permitholder is authorized to withhold the additional 1 percent of
this subsection from pools on triples, trifectas and similar three
greyhound wagers only and not from pools on any other type of exotic
wagering. The permitholder who withholds additional sums under the
provisions of this section for capital improvements or to reduce
capital improvement debt shall be bound by the definition of capital
improvements and capital improvement debt and the use of these sums
as it appears in s. 550.16.
In no event shall the total sums
withheld on any type of exotic wagering on greyhounds �ar�-ffl�t�e¼
�eeie e� �r��±ee, �r�fee�ae, er e��er e�ffl�±ar wagers ��veiv��g tRree
er fflere �reyRe���e �� a�y raee exceed 20 percent of the total
contributions to such pools.
Section 5. Subsection
is amended to read:
550.361 Bookmaking
reinstatement; duties
exceptions.--

(3)

of section 550.361, Florida Statutes,

on the grounds of a permitholder; penalties;
of
track
employees;
penalty;
certain

(3) Any person who has been convicted of bookmaking in this state
or any other state of the United States or foreign country shall be
denied admittance to and shall not attend any racetrack or fronton in
this state during its racing seasons or operating dates, including
any practice or preparational days for a period of 2 years from the
date of conviction or the date of final appeal.
Following the
conclusion of the period of ineligibility, the Director of the
Division of Pari-mutuel Wagering may authorize the reinstatement of
an individual following a hearing on readmittance. Any such person
kno�ingly violating this subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.
775.083, or s. 775.084.
Section 6.

This act shall take effect upon becoming law.

Approved by the Governor June 23, 1981.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 23, 1981.
CHAPTER 81-133
Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 459
i\n

act relating to hea�t.h :acilities and health services;
amending s. 381.494(l)(c), Florida Statutes,
1980
Supplement,
and adding s. 381.494(7)(g) and (8),
Florida Statutes, 1980 Supplement; providing for the
274

COMMITTEE ON REGULATED INDUSTRIES & LICENSING
HB 360
SPONSOR Rep. Brantley

OTHER COMMITTEES OF REFERENCE

RELATING TO Pari-mutuel wagering;
repeal of capital
improvements exemption

None
COMPANION/SIMILAR

SB 314

April 9, 1981
I.

Summary
A.

Present Situation

Last year, the Legislature passed CS/HB 595 (ch. 80-88) which, among
other things, provided an exemption from certain municipal ordinances,
resolutions, or regulations for capital improvements by pari-mutuel
permittees (s. 550.16(2)(h)).
B.

Effect of Proposed Changes

The bill repeals the exemption contained in s. 550.16(2)(h), Florida
Statutes, 1980 Supplement.
II.

Private Sector/State/Local Fiscal Impact
None

III.

Comments
The provision was orginally intended to address situations caused
by municipalities which abused the authority to approve or deny
capital improvement projects. The pari-mutuel industry has a special
need to maintain and improve their facilities in order to attract
patrons. The Legislature has recognized this particular need by
allowing pari-mutuel licensees to withhold up to an additional 1%
of betting pools to be used for capital improvements. (ss 550.16(2),
550.162(3), Florida Statutes, 1980 Supplement) When poor facilities
discourage attendance, both the licensee and the state lose potential
revenue.
Not surprisingly, municipalities argue that the provision unfairly
discriminates against them; that it is vague and overly broad and,
thus, difficult to interpret; that fire codes, building codes, zoning
ordinances, comprehensive local land use plans and similar
regulations should not be cast aside without a discussion on the
effect of such action.
The Florida League of Cities, and the Broward County Planning
Commission are on record favoring repeal.

IV.

Amendments
None
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A bill to be entitled

An act relating to pari-mutuel wagering;

repealing s. 55O.16(2)(h), Florida Statutes,

1980 Supplement, relating to the exemption of
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9

capital improvements made by holders of permits

to conduct race meetings from certain municipal
ordinances, resolutions, or regulations;
providing an effective date.

101 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
11

12

Section 1.

Paragraph (h) of subsection (2) of section

13 I 550. 16, Florida Statutes, 1980 Supplement, as created by
141 chapter 80-88, Laws of Florida, is hereby repealed.

15
16

Section 2.

This act shall take effect October 1, 1981.

17

*****************************************

19

Repeals a provision of law which exempts capit l
improvements made by dog and horse racing perm tholders
from any municipal regulation requiring qualif cation or
approval of same by the municipality.
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to pari-mutuel wagering;
repealing s. 550.16 (2) (h), Florida Statutes,
1980 Supplement, relating to the exemption of
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regulations; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1.

Paragraph (h) of subsection (2) of section

550.16, Florida Statutes, 1980 Supplement, as created by
chapter 80-88, Laws of Florida, is hereby repealed.
Section 2.

This act shall take effect October 1, 1981.

*****************************************
HOUSE SUMMARY
Repeals a provision of law which exempts capital
improvements made by permitholders for dog and horse
racing and for jai alai operation from any municipal
regulation requiring qualification or approval of same by
the municipality.
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as ''regular wagering," and contributions to all o:�e:: :1�es ot
pari-mutuel pools, including, but not limi:ed to, :�e ca�l

51 double, perfecta, quiniela, trifecta, or the Big "Q" ;:,cols,
shall be referred to as "exotic wagering."
(h)

A capital improvement to a pari-mutuel facilitJ

81 existing on the effective date ..a.£ this act, proposed by a

91 permitholder licensed under this chapter, which requires,

101 pursuant to any municipal ordinance, resolution, or

111 regulation, the qualification or approval of the municipality
121 wherein the permitholder conducts its business operations,

131 shall receive approval unless the municipality is able to show

141 that the proposed improvement presents a justifiable and
151 immediate hazard to the health and safety of municipal

161 residents; provided that the permitholder shall pay to the

171 municipality or county the cost of a building permit; and

181 provided that the capital improvement shall meet the followi�g

191 criteria:

The Pari-Mutuel Commission shall approve the

20

1.

22

2.

The improvement shall not qualify as a development

24

3.

The improvement shall be contiguous to, or ·..;ith�n,

21 I project;

23\of regional impact as defined in s. 380.06;
251 the existing pari-mutuel facility site.

To be contiguous, che

261 site of the improvement shall share a sufficient common

V boundary with the present pari-mutuel facility to allow full
l
28 and free access without crossing a public roadway, public
29lwaterway, or similar barrier.
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1
2

An act relating to pari-mutuel wagering;

3

amending s. 550.16(2)(h), Florida Statutes,

4

1980 Supplement; providing for the approval by

5

local government of capital improvements to a

6

pari-mutuel facility; providing an effective

7

date.
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Se It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1.

Paragraph (h) of subsection (2) of section

550.16, Florida Statutes, 1980 Supplement, is amended to read:
550.16

Pari-mutuel pool authorized within track

enclosure; commissions, breaks, etc.-(2)

The "commission" is the percentage of the

contributions to pari-mutuel pools which a permitholder is
permitted to withhold from the contributions before making
redistribution to the contributors.

The permitholder's share

of the commission is that portion of the commission which
remains after the pari-mutuel tax imposed upon the

21

contributions to the pari-mutuel pool is deducted from the

22

commission and paid by the permitholder.

23

deducted from all pari-mutuel pools but may be different

24

depending on the type of pari-mutuel pool.

25

this chapter, contributions to pari-mutuel pools involving

26

wagers on a single animal in a single race, such as the win

27

pool, the place pool, or the show pool, shall be referred to

28

as "regular wagering," and contributions to all other types of

29

pari-mutuel pools, including, but not limited to, the daily

30

double, perfecta, quiniela, trifecta, or the Big "Q" pools,

31

shall be referred to as "exotic wagering."

The commission is
For the purpose of

1
CODING: Words in�� type ore deletions from existing low; words u_11derlined ore odditions.

CS for SB 314

310-1494-81

1

(h)

A capital improvement to a pari-mutuel facility

2

existing on the effective date of this act, proposed by a

3

permitholder licensed under this chapter, which requires,

4

pursuant to any municipal ordinance, resolution, or

5

regulation, the qualification or approval of the municipality

6

wherein the permitholder conducts its business operations,

7

shall receive approval unless the municipality is able to show

8

that the proposed improvement presents a justifiable and

9

immediate hazard to the health and safety of municipal

10

residents; provided that the permitholder shall pay to the

11

municipality or county the cost of a building permit; and

12

provided that the capital improvement shall meet the following

13

criteria:

14

1.

15
16
17
18
19

The Florida Pari-Mutuel Commission shall a£P_rove

the project;
2.

The improvement shall not qualify as a development

of regional impact as defined in s. 380.06;
3.

The improvement shall be contiguous to, or within,

the existing pari-mutuel facility site.

To be contiguous, the

201 site of the improvement shall share a sufficient common
211 boundary with the present pari-mutuel facility to allow full
221 and free access without crossing a public roadway, public
23 I waterway, or similar barrier. A ea�±ta! �ffl��eveffleRt fflaee ay a
241 �efffl±the!eef !�eeRsee �Raef th�s eha�tef she!! ae exeffl�t ffeffl
251 the �fev�s±eRs ef aRy ffl�R±e��a± efe�RaRee, �ese!�t±eR, ef
261 fe�!at±eR wh±eh fe���fes the ��a±±f�eat±eR e� a���eva± ef
2 71 s�eh ea�±ta! �ffl�feVeffleRt �fejeet ay the ffl�R�e��a!�ty whefe�R
281 the �efffl±the!eef eeRe�ets ±ts a�s±Ress e�efat�eRs�
29

Section 2.

This act shall take effect October 1, 1981.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES CONTAINED IN
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL 314
This committee substitute would require capital improvements
to a pari-mutuel facility to be approved by local government
unless the local entity is able to demonstrate that the
proposed improvement presents an immediate hazard to the
health and safety of the local residents; provided the
permitholder pays the cost of a building permit; and
provided the improvement is approved by the Florida Pari
mutuel Wagering Commission, does not qualify as a reqional
impact development, and is contiguous to or within an
existing pari-rnutuel facility.
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NOTICE: Th;s rn?t 0 rial roott�led

SUMMARY:

A.

protec'. "d !'y._c_Q'i"iP
(Title 17 U.S. Cc,dc)

Present Situation:
The 1980 Legislature authorized several major amendments
to chapter 550, F.S., which governs dogracing and
horseracing in this state. One such change was the
definition of capital improvements.
Section 550.16(2)(b), F.S., presently provides:
For the purposes of this chapter and chapter
(b)
551, "capital improvements" means :
1. The amount paid out for new buildings,
or for �rmanent improvements or betterments
made to improve the facilities utilized by
the permitholder for the conduct of its race
meetings; or
2. The amount expended in restoring property
or in improving the facility or any part
thereof which results in the addition or
replacement of a fixed asset. (Emphasis added.)
Paragraph (h) of subsection (2) of section 550.16,
Florida Statutes, further provides:
(h) A capital improvement made by a permitholder
licensed under this chapter shall be exempt
from the provisions of any municipal ordinance,
resolution, or regulation which requires the
qualification or approval of such capital improve
ment project by the municipality wherein the
permitholder conducts its business operations.
(Em£hasis Added.)
The potential effect of these provisions when read
together is to remove improvements upon existing
facilities and possibly new facilities from compliance
with local municipal regulations, resolutions, or
restrictions controlling, qualifying, or approving such
projects.
Although the definition of capital improvement as defined
in chapter 550 is controlling in both chapter 550 and
chapter 551, F.S., this exemption apparently applies to
capital improvement projects initiated by horseracing
and dogracing permitholders in that section 550.16(2)(h),
F.S., refers to a "permitholder licensed under this
chapter." Jai alai fronton s are currently licensed
under chapter 551, Florida Statutes.
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Committee and Senator
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Currently, all persons connected with horse tracks
must purchase from the Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering
an annual occupational license for each specified
job performed. This license expires on July 1 of each
year, however, any person who has been licensed for at
least 5 years may purchase an annual license which is
valid for 3 years. The full license fee for each of the
years for which the license is issued must be remitted
at the time the license is issued.
This license is subject to revocation, denial, or a
penalty of a fine for violation of ch. 550, F.S., and
attending rules. The division may also deny or revoke
a license if the licensee has been refused a license by
any other state racing commission or authority under
certain circumstances.
Once issued, the occupational license is valid at any
pari-mutuel facility for the specified term.
Presently, a permitholder may withhold, for capital
improvement debt, one percent from pari-mutuel pools on
triples, trifectas, or other similar wagers involving
three or more greyhounds in any race. The total sum
withheld may not exceed 20 percent of the total
contributions to the pools.
Presently, s. 550.361(3), F.S., permanently bars any
person convicted of bookmaking in this state, any other
state,or foreign country from attending racetracks and
frontons in Florida. Violation of this provision
constitutes a first degree misdemeanor.

Notice of the prohibition and penalties for bookmaking
�ust be conspicuously displayed by the permitholder
in and about the track or fronton and in the daily
programs. Failure to do so subjects a permitholder to
a $500 fine.
B.

Effect of Proposed Changes:
This bill would require capital improvements to a
pari
mutuel facility existing on October 1, 1981, to
be
approved by local government unless the local entit
y is
able to demonstrate that the proposed improvemen
t
presents a justifiable and immediate hazard to the
health and safety of the residents of that munic
ipality;
provided the permitholder pay the cost of the
build
ing
permit; and provided the capital improvement is
approved by the Florida Pari-mutuel Commission
, the improve
ment does not qualify as a regional impact devel
and the improvement is contiguous to or within opment,
an
existing pari-mutuel facility.
This bill would give the division the authority to
suspend occupational licenses for violation of the
provisions of ch. 550, F.S., and attending rules.
Additionally, this bill provides that proceedings
pending against a licensee may continue irrespective
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of whether the license expires during the proceedings
and, further, that a period of ineligibility to obtain
a license may be declared under certain circumstances.
This bill would also authorize stewards, judges, or
managers to impose a civil penalty of not more than
$1,000 for violation of the pari-mutuel laws or rules.
All penalties collected would be deposited into a
Board of Relief Fund from which moneys may be disbursed
for the specific ourpose of aiding occupational license
holders who become ill or injured in the performance
of their duties. Each pari-mutuel association may name
a Board of Relief composed of three of its officers
to disburse the funds.
Under this bill, no permittee, member of the Florida Pari
mutuel Wagering Commission, division director or employee,
steward, judge or other appointed person would be
liable for any cause arising from the performance
by such person of his duties and the exercise of his
discretion with respect to the implementation and
enforcement of the statutes and rules governing
pari-mutuel wagering. However, this provision does not
limit liability in situations of negligent maintenance
of the premises or negligent conduct of the races.
This bill would also allow the withholding of one percent
from pari-mutuel pools on certain exotic wagers for
capital improvements or to reduce capital improvements
debt when permitholders are unequipped to conduct pari
mutuel pools on triples, trifectas, or similar wagers
on three greyhounds in one race.

The prohibition on track and fronton attendance by
convicted bookmakers would run for 2 years from the
date of conviction or final appeal. After the 2- year
period, the Director of the Division of Pari-mutuel
Wagering may reinstate the person following a hearing.
II.

Economic ImEact and Fiscal Note:
A.

Public:
This bill would provide some benefit to occupational
licensees who may become economically distressed when
beset by illness or injury. The amount of relief
may depend upon the amounts collected in fines and
deposited into the Board of Relief Fund.
This bill would also allow several greyhound racing
facilities to withhold one percent from pari-mutuel
pools from certain exotic wagers for capital improve
ments because these facilities are currently unequipped
to hold triples or trifectas. This may in turn lead
to reducing the amounts returned to the betting public.
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Government:
Taxes paid to state by pari-mutuel facilities would
not be affected by the provisions of this bill. The
one percent withheld by certain facilities for capital
improvements would be withheld from purse pools and
thus would not reduce tax revenues.
The more significant impact upon local government in terms
of approving capital improvements made by Pari-mutuel
permitting would probably be regulatory in nature as
opposed to fiscal. However, municipalities may
collect some revenue through the issuance of building
permits. Fees for such permits are generally
based on a fee per square foot for new commercial
projects and by total cost of alteration for
improvements upon existing structures.
Some municipalities may collect additional revenues by
the imposition of impact fees basically imposed on
new facilities. However, total economic impact upon
municipalities is not quantifiable at this time.
The number of hearings on readmittance of convicted
felons that may occur as the result of this bill is
indeterminate. Costs for such hearings will include
travel and per diem expenses for each Commissioner.

III.

COMMENTS:
CS/SB 1072 and SB 855 (HB 107) were amended onto CS/SB 314.

